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INE, amongſt other Hardſhips, it by becn my Misfor- 
tune to be mitrepreſented to my Friends, of which Num- 
ber I ſhall always do myſelf the Honour to eſteem You, 
and ſince there have been ſeveral falſe and ſcandalous Re- 
2 Rib „concerning the Commiſſion taken out againſt, 
chard Lord Venman, induſtriouſly and maliciouſly 
' ſpread abroad, to the great Prejudice and Defamation, of 
me as; my! ne e I think myſelf oblig'd, in Vindication. of my own 
Character, and in Juſtice to my Family, to ive You, and All Others, who 
may have receiv d wrong mene concerning me, the following Mort 


2 


State of my Caſe.. E. 2470 

About ſix Years ago, vig. in June 1712, J treated a Marriage wich Mrs. 

: Katherine Bertie, Widow of the Honourable Robert Bertie, Daughter of the 
305 Lord Wenman; and eldeſt Siſter of the preſent unhappy Lord. $5) 5 

Upon this Treaty two Things principally fell under Conſideration, viz, 
The Lady's Fortune, and the Amount of Mr, Robert Bertie s Debts. The 
former was affirm'd ro me to be -('befides Jewels, Plate, Linnen, Gc. to a 

at Value) 9000 I. in Money, by the Perſon who treated with me on be- 
pal of the Lady, and who undertook the ſaid Sum Monde e. paid within 
three Months- after ” Marriage mould take Effect. 

As to the latter, (viz.) Mr. Robert Bertie's Debes, I receiv vd Afurances 
from the ſame Pe ton; F 8 they did not exceed 1500 U and that there were 
Aſſets more than ſufficient to . — the ſame; ſo that U expec al to come 
to the Lady's Fortune clear, upon theſe Terms. 
Fully relying on theſe moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, Articles were drawn, Ser eſt ' 
tlements were made, and the Marriage took Effect. 

Mrs. Bertie, during ber Widowhood; having by Letter of Attorney autho- 0b. 1 

lz d the Honourable Perſon, who: meaced-with-me. concerning her Marriage, 

and another near Relation co receive the Aſſets, and pay the Debts, of her 

late Hüsband, thoſe Aﬀers; by them received, were, contrary do the legal 

Courſe of Adminiſtration; applied in the firſt place j in Diſcharge of the Debts | 

| u pon Simple Contract, 28nd of ſome Bonds wherein Mr. Bertite's,l: riends and 
| 
| 


Retiti6ns ſtood bound; leaving unpaid Bond · Debts to a very great Value, in, 
"which they were /tiot'concern'd;-and which, by the firſt Milapplicarion of the 
Aſſets, are now become a Charge upon me, of Which I have already paid 
640 l. more than ever I'recciv'd out of Mr. Bertit's Eſtate, and x2 00 l. more | 
icin demanded of me; for Part of which I am at this time Actually Sued 
in Chancery; ſo that, vhilt Mr.:Bertie's Relations ſtand entirely ditcharg'd ; 
˖ of their Engagements, the great Weight of his Debts muſt re upon my | 


” | | Having ; 
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Having ſo great a Load of Mr. Bertie's Debts unexpectedly thrown upon 
me, and having patiently waited for many Fears beyond the Time fix d for 
the Payment of my Wife's Fortune, I made frequent Applications to the 
Counteſs of Abingdon for Redreſs, who was pleaſed at length to ſend for 
me up to Town, and to appoint the very Time of Payment; 'which'I believe 
She then Really deſign'd, had not Her good Intentions been fruſtrated by Mr. 
Wroughton and his Siſter, who had an abſolute Influence over her Ladyſhip, 
—. een f.. EE. 5 
Finding myſelf thus battled in every Attempt, and utterly deſpairing of 
recovering my Wife's Fortune by any friendly Application, Mr. Wrough- 
ton and his Siſter viſibly appearing in every thing that obſtructed it, I was at 


laſt oblig d to have Recourſe to the Court of Chancery; a Method Mr. Bertie 


himſelf was forc'd to take, tho' That was induſtriouſſy kept from my Know- 
ledge till after Marriage. JJJJJ%VVVVVTVVVVV IR on 
Whilſt I was purſuing my Suit in Chancery, Mr. Wroughton and his Siſter 
apply'd to me by their moſt powerful Friends, and made Propoſals of an Ac- 
.commodation, very plauſible indeed at firſt Appearatice, by which JI was ea- 
fily prevail'd upon to ſtop all farther Proceedings, and to wait the Event 


% 


of thole Overtures.' © 


Several Freaties accordingly enſued, in which, as my Friends thought, I 

had condeſcended to very advantageous Terms for Mr. Wroughton, and his 
Siſter ; but the larger Conceſſions I made, the more I found them ſtill advan- 
eing in their Demands, by which I perceiv'd that nothing but Trifling and 


Amuſement was intended, and with which, according to the. Advice of my 
Counſel, I could neither Honourably nor Safely comply 


thus apparently abus'd , I thought myſelf oblig'd'to:renew- my Proceedings 
in Chancery; but, Mr. Wrougbion and his Siſter having us d all imaginable 
Methods of Delay I have not as yet been able (tho at a very great Trou- 
ble and Expence) to get more of my Wife's Fortune paid, than to reduce it 


All my good Inclinations to Peace, and an [amicable Agreement, being 


more than 1 10 0ꝑi. J oor Gang 7 
And whilſt I was in this manner oblig'd to afſert my Right, Mr. Wrough- 


ton and his Siſter till went on in committing great Waſtes upon the Lord 


 Wenman's Eſtate, (which his Lordſhip is Euatn not to be of a Capacity either 
to Underſtand or Prevent) by breaking up of ancient Paſture-Grounds, and 


by cutting down and felling young and thriving Timber, to the Value of 


many thouſand Pounds; and the better to colour this Deſtruction, they ſome- 
times pretended it was done only in order to diſcharge my Wite's Fortune, 


tho' I take this bene to declare to the World; that I never re- 
ee 


ceiv'd any Part of the Money ariſing by ſuch Sale; and it 


'$ 


appears they had no Intereſt in View, but their own. + 


- 


Befides theſe, and many other Proceedings of theirs, highly Injurious to 
me and my Family, which can be unqueſtionably proy'd,, and by Which! 
have been fo long defrauded of my juſt Rights, I have good Reaſon to be- 


lieve, that Mr. Wroughton has not only obrain'd Releaſes from my Lord Men- 


man, in order to ſcreen himſelf for what has been, already done, bur has 
"likewiſe procur d Conveyances of the whole Eſtate, to the irreparable Da- 


4 : 


mage and Prejudice of my Wife, and her Siſter, and their Ifſue.  _ 


to near 7000 l. Principal Money, for which there is now due for Intereſt | 
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Theſe, and other ſuch-like, Hardſhips, and Iiivaſions of my Property; 
have made me think myſelf oblig'd in Conſcience, and out of a due Re- 
ard to the Intereſts of my Family, to have Recourſe to the Meaſures I am at 


preſent engag'd in, which are the only Means now left nie, to preyent far- 


ther Waſtes and Depredations upon the Eſtate of the preſent Lord Wenmay, 


and to preſerve the Inheritance thereof to the Injur'd and Undoubted Heirs 


of the late Lord Wenman , Five of which, being Infants of a very tender 
Age, are not Capable of defending themſelves. 
This being the plain and true State of my Caſe, in Anſwer to the many 


Culumnies caſt upon me and my Proceedings, I humbly ſubmit it to You, 
and to all Men of Candor ; hoping that for the future, there will be no other 


Diſpute, but Whether the Eſtate of the late Lord Wenman ſhall be preſerv'd * 
for, and deſcend to, his 225 according to bis Marriage- Settlement and Vill? 


or, M hether It ſhall become a Prey to Mr. Wroughton and his Hſter! I am, 
Dec. 17. 1718. br | Ws ͤß (&»; „ 
3 | Your very bumble Servant 2 
W. 0 
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